3 PRIMROSE STREET
NEWTOWN, CT 06470
TEL. (203) 270-4276

TOWN OF NEWTOWN
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, February 15, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.
Multi-Purpose Room#3, The Community Center
8 Simpson Street, Newtown, CT 06470

Present: David Rosen, Gregory Rich, Roy Meadows, Barbara Manville, Peter Schwarz,
David Landau, Jill Soderholm

Absent: Connie Widmann

Staff: Rob Sibley, Director of Planning and Land Use, Amy Coyle, Clerk
Mr. Rosen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Jill Soderholm was seated for Connie Widmann.

1. Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) Update

Thomas Madden, AICP, Associate Principal, BFJ Planning and Michelle Gilman, Planner, BFJ
Planning, gave a summary of the Newtown Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD)
project (See Attached). BFJ will have a Zoom meeting with the P&Z Commission to review and
amend the draft data chapters on Thursday, February 29" at 7 p.m. that will be available for
public viewing. The draft chapters will be posted online and on Facebook for public comments.
Mr. Madden would like residents to submit photos that represent the Town of Newtown.

Mr. Rosen opened the meeting to the public.

John Buccizzi, 57 Queen Street, from the Friends of Newtown Seniors (FONS). Mr. Buccizzi
spoke regarding the importance of transportation and housing for seniors and the lack of medical
infrastructure, the need for sidewalks for both seniors and young parents, smaller homes for
seniors or empty nesters and larger homes are needed for young families. The median age for
seniors is considered 55 years old.

Frank Monette, 9 Berry Drive, from the Friends of Newtown Seniors (FONS). Mr. Monette
stated seniors age 55+ equals one-third of the Newtown’s population and feels the POCD survey
applies to multi-generations. Mr. Monette stated as seniors downsize and young families move to
available larger homes there is a shortage of smaller homes for seniors. Mr. Monette stated he

These minutes are subject to the approval of the Commission.
Copies of applications and documents are on file at the Land Use Agency.
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would like Fairfield Hills to be considered for senior housing, medical offices, barrier free
sidewalks and effective public transportation.

Ned Simpson, 42 Watkins Drive, Friends of Newtown Seniors (FONS). Mr. Simpson spoke
regarding the lack of public transportation for the senior population. Mr. Simpson would like
grants for public transportation and to increase medical density. Mr. Simpson stated that
currently 26% of Newtown’s seniors are in need of public transportation for medical
appointments and shopping. Currently, due to lack of medical facilities seniors need to travel to
Danbury or Southbury. Increased grants will help seniors become independent and continue to
live in the Town of Newtown.

Mr. Rosen Thanked the FONS speakers and closed the public hearing.

4. Director’s Report

e Mr. Sibley shared with the Commission available classes, online courses and reviewed
funding for the requested 4-hour Commissioner required training.

e Mr. Sibley stated the sub-committee will meet again to continue discussion regarding
short terms rentals and ordinances at 6:30 p.m. on March 7™.

3. Approval of Minutes

Regular Meeting of February 1, 2024

Mr. Meadows moved to approve the February 1, 2024. Jill Soderholm seconded.
All were in favor. Barbara Manville abstained.

5. Adjournment

Ms. Soderholm requested a motion to adjourn. All members were in favor and the meeting was
adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

* Please note any amendments or corrections to these minutes will be reflected in the subsequent
meeting’s minutes when the minutes are approved by the Commission*

Respectfully submitted,
Amy Coyle, Clerk
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